[Coping with illness and the process of dying].
Coping with illness and the process of dying can be interpreted as an antinomy for a physician's work from ancient times. Successful coping is targeted by definition--at least implicitly--on preserving human life at the best quality possible. On the contrary, the process of dying leading to an individual's death remains out of scope. The aim of our study is to describe present concepts concerning the process of dying and successful coping with illness (i.e., with cancer) in order to look for the specific place of competent medical attendance and terminal care within this context.